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Grant Knight: Using the Universal Language of Soccer 
Grant Knight '06 is one of the first soccer missionaries sent by Surge International a sports 
ministry organization based in Oregon. He and his ministry partner arrived in Vienna, 
Austria, in 2007 to establish a base there so others may follow. 
The organization's long-term goal is to send highly-skilled soccer players with a heart for 
Christ to try out for a professional team and live their faith in that environment. When 
Surge players are not training and competing, they are involved in multiple ministries with 
a variety of people groups throughout the city. 
Grant signed with a team in the Vienna League last fall. While he is living his childhood 
dream of playing professional soccer, he is living another dream that began at Cedarville -
following wholeheartedly after Christ. 
WHEN DID YOU FIRST START PLAYING SOCCER? 
I was six years old when Germany won the World Cup in 1990. My family was hosting 
a German exchange student, and we rode around town, honking and cheering, waving a 
little German flag. I doubt very many in my town even knew what was going on, but I 
was drawn to the excitement of the game. 
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO CEDARVILLE? 
Cedarville was not actually my first choice. I had a friend at Cedarville, and I had 
visited campus many times. I loved chapel and thought the Bible courses were great1 
- it was clear this was a universiry where spiritual growth was emphasized. But I had a 
scholarship at another universiry and would be playing Division III soccer in a nationally-
ranked program. 
My first semester there was tough. I had no encouragement to lead a holy life or persevere 
in my faith. One day, I came back to my room broken-hearted because I could hardly read 
my Bible and keep a consistent prayer time. I found myself beside my bed, crying out to 
the Lord, asking for guidance. I knew I couldn't go four years without strengthening my 
spiritual life. 
As I continued praying, memories of Cedarville came to mind. I asked God, if this 
was from Him, to take care of the details so I could transfer. I was accepted for spring 
semester, and God even saw fit to provide for my finances"' through academic and athletic 
scholarships . 'l Over the next four years, God used CU to challenge and shape me in 
wonderful ways! 
HOW DID YOUR EXPERIENCE ON 
THE SOCCER TEAM CHANGE YOUR 
THINKING ABOUT MINISTRY? 
I am grateful to have played at CU because 
it was here that I first understood that 
soccer can be a ministry. In 2004, the 
team went to Brazil - the soccer capital 
of the world - to help build a church, 
run soccer clinics, play matches, and 
share the Gospel. I had no idea this 
would be my first "instructional course" 
on sports ministry. God had so much 
more to teach me. 
I felt God prompting me to go back and 
spend more time in Brazil, but I first 
needed to pay off the balance for the team 
trip. I had never raised money for a trip like 
this, and when school started again that 
fall , I still owed half I didn't have the funds 
to pay it off, but I told my coach I would 
take care of it as soon as I could. I went 
I loved the kids. God showed me that was 
all I needed. 
The church I had helped build the previous 
year was almost finished, and I invited the 
kids to come to the first official service 
at the end of my stay. Not only did they 
come, but they brought their families, too. 
The church was packed with people 
standing in the back. The Gospel message 
was shared, and kids and parents came to 
know the Lord. 
I was awestruck by how God could lay 
down a leather ball so people could pick up 
His leather book! 
WHAT D O YOU VALUE MOST FROM 
YOUR CU EXPERIENCE? 
I definitely value the friendships I made 
there. I am still close with many even 
though I am 10,000 miles away. One of 
the great things about CU is 
back to my room and asked God 
to provide for what He had called 
me to do. Within two weeks, I 
learned an anonymous donor had 
paid the remaining balance. 
edarville how willing professors are to 
mentor and encourage students. 
provided They spent many hours with me 
outside the classroom discussing 
the Bible, evangelism, and the 
Christian faith. the tools 
I returned to Brazil on my own 
the following summer. My 
primary responsibility was to 
needed. But two experiences in particular 
stand out - the play "Bridge of 
Blood" and a missionary testimony I heard 
in chapel. 
organize a soccer camp. This time, I didn't 
have a team leader directing me; it was 
just the kids and me and whatever God 
wanted me to share with them each day. I 
began simply by inviting kids to play soccer 
with a semi-organized agenda. Before each 
training session, we spent time in God's 
word. I knew how to play soccer, but I was 
clueless how to "do ministry." I loved God. 
I had the role of Jim Elliot in "Bridge 
of Blood," the story of five missionaries 
martyred in Ecuador in 1956. As I 
read through Jim Elliot's journals, I 
was astonished by his passion and purpose 
- all things paled in comparison to his 
One of Grant's ----"'\! 
ministry sites is in 
a predominately 
Muslim area called 
Little Istanbul. Grant 
arranges soccer 
tournaments and 
shares the Gospel 
with the kids. 
fellowship with Christ. Every night for a week I spoke his 
words, and they became part of me. His life challenged me to 
examine my own. 
At the beginning of my last semester, a missionary spoke in 
chapel in the morning and again that night. I can't really 
explain what happened, but that night changed me forever. 
His testimony of God's absolute faithfulness was like a nail 
to my heart. Only someone who has lived in close fellowship 
with God could speak with such authority, grace, and love. 
His story demonstrated God's power to give life to the full and 
accomplish more than we can possibly imagine. 
That day, I prayed, "Lord, I do not know where You are going 
to take me or how You would like to use me. I only pray that 
my life would be a testimony of Your faithfulness." 
HOW DID CEDARVILLE PREPARE YOU FOR 
MINISTRY IN AUSTRIA? 
Cedarville provided the tools I needed.9 My classes, the mission 
trips, meeting professors outside of class, "Bridge of Blood," 
great speakers - God used all these things to prepare me for 
the unique ministry He has called me to do. 
It is a little crazy to think that after college, instead of going to 
graduate school or beginning a normal career, my job is to live 
in Europe, play soccer, and share Christ. God is amazing. 
I- is childhood dream 
me true - Grant signed 
with a professional soccer 
team in the Vienna League 
last fall. 
Grant's ministry extends 
beyond the city ofVienna. 
He traveled this spring to 
Bulgaria to preach and 
iiiiiiiiila__:'::J;.~......;1.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit" encourage believers there. 
WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU FACE? 
This is a dark place, and at times I can feel the darkness 
oppressing my spirit. I have been spit upon, hit, intimidated, 
harassed, and almost arrested. Living by faith and facing daily 
trials is a tough path. I know I don't walk it perfectly, and I'm 
not the most graceful, but sharing a living Christ with a dying 
world is a blessing that makes it all worthwhile. 
It seems as if God has taken me by the collar and said, "See 
these people ... look over there, see those men ... come here, 
look at these kids ... now walk with me to this place, see 
how these women hurt? Go. Tell them that I love them. 
There is hope." 
HOW WOULD YOU SUMMARIZE THIS JOURNEY 
YOU ARE ON? 
My purpose is to use the universal language of soccer to 
share the universal love of Christ. I laugh when I think about 
what God has done in my life. I once told God I would do 
anything for Him, but I couldn't be a missionary. Oh, how 
God is patient with us! Now, my heart is all in missions. I can't 
get enough. 
Jim Elliot wrote, "Father, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of 
my life and may I burn for Thee. Consume my life, my God, 
for it is Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one like Yours, 
Lord Jesus." 
This is my prayer for my life! 
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This is the first time the Cedarville Fund has published a 
Special Edition Update - sometimes a story is too good to let 
slip through your hands. 
I learned about Grant Knight '06 while preparing for the May 
Update on sports ministry. Grant is an athlete investing his life 
in soccer ministry in Vienna, Austria. 
But this is not a soccer story. 
The Cedarville Fund has, for years, communicated 
scholarship needs, strong academics, dynamic 
chapel speakers, a vibrant ministry program, caring 
professors - all the elements that make Cedarville 
Cedarville. What we call "distinctives." 
4 
I contacted Grant for an email interview, and he graciously 
sent me story after story of God's provision in his life. As he 
recounted his journey to and through Cedarville, I realized 
what I was reading. Grant's story put a face and a narrative 
to the way these distinctives intersected to stir a young man's 
heart to follow Christ. 
Even Grant would agree this is not a Grant story. This is a 
God story, and it is my privilege to share it with you. 
Carol Lee '96 
Editor 
You can visit us or give online at: 
www.cedarville.edu/ donors. 
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